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As Venice residents hunkered down 
to help flatten the coronavirus 
curve, businesses and organiza-

tions scrambled to find their footing on the 
internet. The Venice Art Crawl didn’t miss 
a beat. On June 6, the Art Crawl partnered 
with several local arts organizations to 
take the popular event online. Under the 
umbrella of the Mar Vista Arts Coalition, 
the Venice Art Crawl, Mar Vista Music & Art 
Walk, Beyond Baroque Literary Arts Center 
and SPARC joined together to present the 
livestreaming event Reimagine.

Artist talks, art demonstrations, musical 
performances, readings and open mics 
were featured during the 8-hour event. 
Workshops offered tips on a variety of skills 
— participants could build a succulent ter-
rarium, learn printmaking, or shuffle their 
feet in a tap-dancing class. Hosted by the 
Venice Chamber of Commerce, proceeds 
from the ticketed event to help support 
the hunger relief efforts of the West Side 
Food Bank during the COVID-19 crisis.

As the Venice Art Crawl marks its 10th 
anniversary this month, president Sunny 
Bak says “reimagine” is a theme that might be around for a while. “I 
think we all have to stop and reimagine not just our Art Crawl, but what 
it is to be on this planet and what it is to be in this world — to focus on 
new goals and update and fine tune our existing goals.”

Even before the pandemic, the Venice Art Crawl had seen much evo-
lution and change. It was started, in 2010, as a monthly event, by Daniel 
Samako of James Beach and Edizen Stowell of Venice Paparazzi. “It was 
on the third Thursday of every month, to make the Venice boardwalk 
safer on a Thursday night,” says Bak. “Everybody goes out on a Saturday 
but, on Thursday, it’s kind of slow.”

They kept to that schedule for three 
years. “But it was hard to keep volunteers 
going at that pace,” Bak says. “It was kind 
of a full-time job just to get ready.”

They reduced the number of events to 
four a year but organizers still weren’t see-
ing the results they desired. “We switched 
so we would have time to plan the art 
crawls but people just got burned out,” 
says Bak. “You were always getting ready 
for the next art crawl

As sponsors came on board, organizers 
continued to adjust the schedule — keep-
ing to four events a year but only when the 
weather was warm. “We found that people 
were not coming out in December,” Bak 
says. “We did it all in the summer months 
and it was super fun.”

“You can always  
buy art online.  
And please do.”

Bak says, over the past decade, the Art 
Crawl has hosted about 800 events. Each 
was multi-faceted. Residents and busi-
nesses would open their doors, offering 
impromptu venues for local artists. “Every 
Art Crawl can have 20 to 40 simultaneous 
events,” she says. “Group shows could have 
ten artists at once. I would open my home 
and my yard, and my next-door neighbor’s 
yard, and we would all show artists.”

Artists and art lovers filled yards and 
apartment courtyards. “People would 
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bring a truck filled with art and pop up their art,” 
Bak recalls. “A disco bus would bring you around 
from event to event on a loop or you could just walk 
around or bike around. You could never see every 
single place.”

Bak says she realized how popular the art crawl 
had become when she visited family in Indonesia. 
“The first words out of my two uncles, who are in 
their 80s, was, ‘Venice Art Crawl! We see you on Face-
book.”

She was approached by artists in St. Kilda, a town 
near Melbourne, Australia, who wanted to pattern an 
art crawl after the one in Venice. “They said, ‘We’ve 
been watching the Venice Art Crawl and want to do a 
St. Kilda Art Crawl. Can you tell us how to do it?’” Bak 
says. “They knew every player in Venice Beach.” The 
St. Kilda Art Crawl officially launched in 2016. “They 
consider themselves a sister art crawl to us.”

Three years ago, with an expanding tech footprint 
and gentrification, Venice artists moved out of Ven-
ice and the Venice Art Crawl took a hit. “We lost 20 or 
25 artists at one time,” says Back. “There were many 
reasons — lack of space, rising rents and losing an 
entire art complex. Also, on Abbot Kinney, we lost all 
of our galleries there at one time.”  

Now, the latest dark cloud — the pandemic that 
forced everyone indoors — has scrapped plans for a 
big 10th anniversary celebration. “It was going to be 
a giant art walk going three miles — from the beach 
to the 405,” Bak says. “I’m hoping we can have the 
art crawl in person again soon but the most import-
ant thing is the well-being of our neighbors. I’m not 
going to risk even one life.  You can always buy art 
online. And please do,” she adds.

Bak says there are silver linings. The virtual Art 
Crawl allowed former Venice artists living in Canada 
and Italy to take part. “Once you’re part of the Ven-
ice Art Crawl, you’re a Venice Art Crawl artist,” says 
Bak. “Even if you travel the world, once you’ve partic-
ipated, you are always in our hearts.”

Another positive from sheltering in place is having 
time to create. “Artists have time to make art,” Bak 
says. “They take the time to look within and to use 
this time. When we all finally do get together, we’ll 
have a really cool show with new bodies of work.”

Bak says evidence of this is already beginning to 
show, in the powerful murals of George Floyd and 
Breonna Taylor displayed on Venice’s boarded up 
buildings.  “It almost became a gallery on Abbot 
Kinney,” she says. “They turned something that was 
going to be scary and ugly into an artistic expression. 
Artists are the ones who express themselves and turn 
ugliness into beauty,”

See more at veniceartcrawl.com  
and on Facebook and YouTube.
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